Risk factors for groin node metastasis in squamous carcinoma of the vulva: a multivariate analysis of 39 cases.
This study includes 39 patients with squamous carcinoma of the vulva subjected to radical surgery. Stage, tumor description, cell type, lesion localization, lesion size, depth of invasion, grade, lymphovascular space invasion, number of mitoses, degree of stromal inflammatory reaction, and tumors in surgical margins were analyzed for groin metastasis. Of the factors analyzed, stage (P = 0.018), grade (P = 0.007) and depth of invasion (P = 0.001) were found to be the most important predictors of node metastasis. While a combination of factors permitted to define a low-risk group with 0% node metastasis, it seems hard to identify preoperatively those patients with no risk of nodal metastasis.